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Austin, Texas, Oct, 30, 1855. 

To Ite Excellency, the Governor: 

Jn conformity to the enstom established by my predecessors, I 
E havo the honor to Submut the following report of the transactions 
fof tis Departuscut from the commencement of your Bxcellen= 
me cys administration Up tothe present date. 
Of the various dutics imposed upon the Secretary of State, 
همم‎ are more important than that of superintending the early 
۲ aid correct printing of the laws and their speedy dissemination 
f among the peopio, Anxious that no delay or error should occur 
Fin the performance of this duty, care was taken to have the Acts 
i and Resolutions of the last Legislature, upon their reception at 
E (his ofico, promptly and correctly copied for the public printer, 
Fad tho copies delivered within the time prescribed by Jaw 
E Imediately upon the delivery of the laws and journals of this 
۲ olice by the printer, measures were adopted for sending them, 
E together with such other books as were to be distyted, to ۵ 
| several counties of the State, Believing that the of tratis- 
i mission would be less by private contract than thronah the mails, 
pd talying upon that method of distribution as aiferding the 
i greatest security for the delivery of the laws, journals, Ge, to 
tho different counties, contracts for the purpose were made 
With Sherman Case, tor the Eastern District, at the sum of four 
hundred and seventy five dollars, and with Joseph Marnell, for 
۲ the Western District, at the sum of three hundred and twenty- 
five dollars, the State having been divided for the object into two 
۲ districts, marked by tho Brazos river. By these contracts the 
general and special laws, and the Jonrnge of the Sth Legisle 
two, the 8th and 10th volumes of Supra Court Reports, aud 
lws of the 32d Congress of the United States, together with 
f eh copies of Hartley's Digest and laws of the State, not con- 
ff Wed in said Digest, as were required to be sent out, were for- 
warded to the several counties, for the sum ofeight hundred dol- 
f lars, asum as small, If not less than the same labor had previ. 
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ously been procured for, and less by twelve hundred dollar 
than the amount appropriated for the purpose. The contractors 
performed faithfully their contracts, and returned to this Depart. 
ment the receipts of the proper officers for the books taken cnt 
which receipts are carefully filed away. The 9th volume of 
Reports had been previously distributed through the mails from 
Galveston, by the reporter; the 11th volume was forwarded by 
mail from this city durıog the past summer, and the 12th, just 
received, is now in office, except the copies sent to the General 
and State Governments and the Territones. It will be únder 
stood that the Reports and the copies of the laws and Journals, 
required to be sent to the Librarian of Congress, the Federal off 
ces at Washington, and the Executives of the several States aud 
Territories, have been regularly and promptly forwarded, 

I beg leave to respectiully suggest through your Excellency, 
to the Hon. Legislature, that the number of general Jaws now 
required to be printed, 1s insufficient to answer the wants of the 
State. After sending away to the counties and other quaiters 
designated by Jaw, the prescribed number of the laws of the last 
Legislature, so few were left that ıt was thought advisable to 
purchase one hundred additional copies, and of this number very 
few remain, it having become necesssary to send them to counties 
where an increase of county officers created a demand for them, 
Twenty-five hundred copies is not enough, and 1 would respect 
fully suggest that an addition of one thousand copies would not 
be too great. 

Frequent applications have been received for the Digest, some 
counties n having, as stated, received their compliment, 
and an increased number being requisite in others, from an ad 
dition tothe number of officers. As far as 1t wag prudent so to 
do, I complied with these requisitions. I have for some time 
however, refused to give them out, the copies now in the office 
being about sufficient only for the use of the Legislature, lam 
not informed of how many copies were furnished the last Legis- 
lature, Jfeach member drew a copy, one handed and twenty 
three were givenout. Itis presumed, however, that that num 
ber was not furnished, as only about forty were returned to ths 
office. 

Books and public Doo are often received at this Depart 
ment from the GeneraPoovernment, through such channels 8 
imposes upon the State the payment of freights. No approplit 
tion having heretofore been made to meet this expense, I m 
tion it here that a fand may be piovided, if the Hon. begs 
lature arc pleased to grantit, It might be well, perhaps, to make 
the appropriation large enought to supply this ofice with such of 
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the laws of the different States, as are not found in the library, 
1 suggest this for the conventence of onr citizens; their interests 
sometimes requiring them to obtain from this Department copies 
of laws of other States. 

The duties imposed upon the Secretary of State, seperately 
and conjointly with the Attorney General, and Comptroller, by 
an act approved the 11th Febrnary, 1854, relating to the aı- 
chives of the Legislature, have been performed. A 1¢port to the 
Legislature of the result of our examination will of course be 
made. ۱ 

Your Excellency was pleased to refer the act passed by the 
Congress of the United States, for the settlement of our debt, 


directly to the people, at our recent August election, and a state- | 


ment of the vote given at said election, for atid against said aet, 
as returned to this Department, is herewith furnished. It is 
proper to remark that fiom many counties no returns have . been 
received In ail such counties it is supposed no vote was kad 
upon the proposition : 


For the Texas Debt Act, 11,609. 
Against the Texas Debt Act, 13,818. 
Total number of votes given, 25,427. 


The majority against the act, as shown In the above statement, 


۲ is 2,209, and if this election is to control. the proposition must be 


regarded as rejected. I would always stuctly obey the will of 


+ thepeople when fairly and intelligibly expressed, but the vote 
f giren In this election, together with the fact that the proposition 
f wasnotgenerally and fully discussed, ought toi is thought, 
É prevent the conclusion that said vote isan index of the senti- 


| ment of a majority of the voters of Texas in regard to said meas- 
Pare, 


‘Through the Finance committee of the Honse, [endeavored to 


$ call the attention of the last Legislature, to the neglected and ex- 
É posed condition of this Department. It was near the close of the 
| session when usually there 18 a great ruh of business and the 
f members are anxious to return to their homes. The failure to 
f do anything for its safety and better accommodation is attnbuted 
| tothe cause above mentioned. 


The building is gne of the oldest in tygmcity—the floors but 
of excessive rains, 
been inundated, and many books, necessarily piled upon the 


„iors, injured. It is so dilapidated that the library, for which 
tis too small, is being seriously injured, nor can this be pre- 
vented. It ıs constructed entirely of wood and cloth, and occu- 

| Pying a very exposed position in the city is continually in dan- 
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ger of being burned. Should it be destroyed, the loss to th 
State, in a pecuniary point of view, might not be very great, yel 
irreparable in other respects. Besides an extensive library, con. 
taining some valuable works; there are records here commence. 
ing with the early history of the country, and extending through 
some of its most interesting annals—imementoes connected with 
cherished and glorious incidents of the days which wrested, this 
fairiand from intolerance and gave it to freedom—nementory 
which ought to be, and are dear to all Texians, which it should 
be interesting to the State to preserve, and for which, I respect: 
fally suggest it wonld be becoming in the Hon, Legislatare tp 
provide a safer repository than the one which now contain 


them, 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
۱ Your ۵۵ servî, 
EDWARD CLARK, 
° Secretary of Siete, 
a 


